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Backyard	(Opportunity	Area),	2015-16.	xxiii	Leila	Dawney,	Samuel	Kirwan	and	Julian	Brigstocke,	‘Introduction:	the	promise	of	the	commons’,	in	Space,	Power	and	the	Commons:	the	Struggle	for	
Alternative	Futures,	ed.	Samuel	Kirwan,	Leila	Dawney	and	Julian	Brigstocke	(London:	Routledge,	2015).	xxiv	Ibid.,	3.	xxv	Linebaugh,	‘Enclosures’,	13.	xxvi	David	Harvey,	Rebel	Cities:	From	the	Right	to	the	City	to	the	Urban	Revolution	(London:	Verso,	2012).	xxvii	Jane	Wills,	‘Place	and	politics’,	in	Spatial	Politics:	Essays	for	Doreen	Massey,	ed.	David	Featherstone	and	Joe	Painter	(Oxford:	Wiley-Blackwell,	2013),	142–3.	xxviii	Bryony	McDonagh	and	Carl	Griffin	rightly	warn	against	characterising	the	history	of	the	commons	as	a	pristine	form	of	common	ownership,	arguing	for	a	more	nuanced	understanding	of	common	use	rights.	However,	while	they	are	critical	of	some	of	the	more	romantic	recent	literature	on	the	commons,	their	conclusion	retains	a	sense	of	political	possibility:	‘That	the	commons	never	did	belong	to	the	people,	does	not	mean	they	should	not’	(‘Occupy!	Historical	geographies	of	property,	protest	and	the	commons,	1500-1850’,	Journal	of	
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